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Pet Tortoise Policy
Shenley Fields Nursery School


Introduction 
At Shenley Fields Daycare and Nursery School, we want our children to be well-rounded, knowledgeable, lifelong learners, who have strong emotional resilience and good wellbeing. A school pet has been shown to benefit children both educationally and emotionally; it can increase children’s understanding of responsibility and develop their empathy and nurturing skills. In addition, children and staff take great enjoyment from interaction with animals, impacting on their mental health and wellbeing.


Reasons to Have a Tortoise in School 
There are many benefits to having a pet in school. Research has shown some of the benefits to be as follows: 
· Children have improved social and emotional development which links to the priorities in our EYPP strategy.
· Pets can have a calming effect on children, particularly those with emotional or behavioural needs which links to the priorities in our EYPP strategy
· Improved behaviour and concentration, reduced stress, and improved self-esteem. This links well to our My Happy Mind work with the children
· Encourages expression and participation in children
· Fosters a sense of responsibility
· Motivates children to think and learn, as children have a high level of natural interest and enthusiasm in animals. 
· Encourages respect for others, improving children’s relationships with other children, staff and parents/ carers
· Teaches children to nurture and to have respect for life
· Helps children develop early reading skills as we research information about our tortoise and how to look after it
· Reduce children’s anxieties which also links to our My Happy Mind work
· Where there is a fear of animals, reduce this fear
· Improved attendance and willingness to attend school



Is There a Risk to Bringing a Tortoise into the School Environment? 
Yes, there is however, it is a manageable risk. A risk assessment has been carried out for the whole school and individual risk assessments will be undertaken for anyone with specific medical or emotional needs. 

School Policy 
· The tortoise and required equipment will be paid for through EYPP funding.
· The governors /headteacher have the right to request that the tortoise is removed from the school grounds. 
· Only the school tortoise will be allowed onto the school premises. No other animals must enter the school site unless approval has been granted by the Executive Headteacher. 
· In general tortoises are known to be of good temperament and rarely aggressive. 
· The governing board agree that school pets benefit the school community. 
· Staff, parents/ carers and children have been informed by letter that the tortoise will be in the school. 
· The risk assessment will be reviewed on an annual basis. 
· Children, staff, and visitors known to have allergic reactions or are uncomfortable around animals may choose not to have any physical contact with the tortoises. 
· If the tortoises are ill, they will not be permitted to stay at school and must be taken to a staff members home. 
· The tortoise will be carried in a box when moving between classrooms or around the school. They will be under the full control and supervision of an adult. 
· If the tortoise is placed out of its enclosure, an adult supervises the tortoise at all times until returned to the enclosure. 
· Children must never be left alone with the tortoises; appropriate adult supervision must be always in place. 
· The tortoise will have their own designated enclosures which will be maintained and cleaned on a regular basis. 
· Parents may opt out of allowing their child to come into contact with the school tortoise. 
· The tortoise will be included in the fire and evacuation procedures, under the supervision of the staff. 
· If someone reports any issue with the school tortoise, this information must be passed to the headteacher or school business manager as soon as possible. All concerns will be responded to by the headteacher or school business manager, in line with the complaints policy. 
· If the tortoise is surrounded by a large number of children, they could become agitated or nervous; therefore, the adult in charge of the tortoises must ensure they pan an appropriate number of children to be with the tortoise at any one time
· Public Liability Insurance has been purchased by the school. 

Children should be taught and reminded of appropriate behaviour around the tortoise. Children should:  
· Try not make sudden movements 
· Try not to make loud noises 
· Not eat around them 
· Always ask adults if they are allowed to stroke the tortoise beforehand 
· Always wash their hands after stroking the tortoise 
· Not touch the tortoise near its head, only on its shell
· Not disturb the tortoise while it is sleeping. 
· Be gentle with the tortoise. 
· Wait until the tortoise is on the floor before touching/ stroking. 

Roles and Responsibilities 
The governing board has a responsibility to ensure that the school has a written policy for pets in school. The Executive Headteacher and the Senior Leadership Team are responsible for implementing this policy. School staff, children, parents/ carers and visitors into school are required to adhere to this policy. The curriculum will support learning about our school tortoise and about how to behave sensibly around the tortoise. This will include highlighting that animals although pets are not all well trained, and that caution must be used around unknown animals outside of school. 

Date Policy Adopted: 
Local Committee: 23.03.2026
Full Governing Body: 27.4.2026
Date for Next Renewal: Spring Term 2028

Signed: ____________________________	Sally Andrews
 						Chair of Local Committee

Signed: ____________________________	Sean Delaney
 						Chair of Governors

Signed: ____________________________	David Aldworth
 					Executive Head Teacher
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	AREA / LOCATION
Shenley Fields Daycare and Nursery School
	             Tortoise
	ASSESSOR
	Sallyanne Bromley (SLT)
	DATE
	13th March 2026

	PROJECT 
	Brief outline.  Nursery School Pet

	TASK(s)
	Brief outline.  A tortoise residing at Shenley Fields Daycare and Nursery School and being cared for by the staff team and children.

	REVIEW DATE
	REVIEW COMMENTS
	REVIEWED BY: Leadership Team/Health and Safety Lead

	
	
	

	STEP BY STEP GUIDANCE on ASSESSMENT 
· Identify hazards.
· Identify persons at risk.
· State existing control measures if any.
· Estimate initial Severity Rating (SR).
· Estimate initial Probability Rating (PR).
· Calculate initial Risk Level from matrix.
· State any further controls measures if required.
· Estimate final SR.
· Estimate final PR.
· Calculate final Risk Level
	SEVERITY AND PROBABILITY RATINGS

	
	SEVERITY RATING (SR)
(OUTCOME)
	PROBABILITY RATING (PR)
(LIKELIHOOD)

	
	SR
	DESCRIPTION
GUIDANCE
	PR
	DESCRIPTION
GUIDANCE

	
	1
	Minimal (strain, shaken)
	1
	Improbable (unlikely to occur) 

	
	2
	Moderate (cuts, bruises, sickness)
	2
	Possible (may occur sometime)

	
	3
	High (fractures, serious burns)
	3
	Probable (likely to occur)

	
	4
	Major (Fatality, loss of limbs)
	4
	Certain (common or frequent)

	RISK LEVEL MATRIX
	ACTION TIMESCALES
VERY HIGH risk – Do not start activity, or stop activity immediately. Seek further control measures or alternative method of achieving task
HIGH risk – Implement control measures before task commenced.
MEDIUM risk – Implement controls within one week. Seek further control measures where reasonably practicable. (i.e., balance cost against risk)
LOW risk – No further control measures are required but the situation should be monitored.

Final risk level should be as low as possible but in any event should not be above Medium Risk Level

	PROBABILITY
(LIKELIHOOD)
	4
	Low
	High
	Very
High
	Very High
	
	

	
	3
	Low
	Med
	High
	Very
High
	
	

	
	2
	Low
	Low
	Med
	High
	
	

	
	1
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low
	
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	
	SEVERITY (OUTCOME)
	



HEALTH & SAFETY RISK ASSESSMENT

	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	Existing Control Measures
(if any)
	Initial Risk Rating
	Additional Control Measures
(if required)
	Final Risk Rating

	
	
	
	SR
	PR
	Risk
Level
	
	SR
	PR
	Risk
Level

	Slip/trip/falls
Trip over the wire for the UV lamp/tortoise
	Children, parents, staff, visitors
	All leads and cables will be tided and secured and be positioned so that they are not a hazard to the children and adults
	3
	3
	High
	Staff and children aware of their environment. Safety checks carried out daily. Health and safety walks weekly 
	2
	2
	Low 

	Burns
UV lamp
	Children, parents, staff, visitors
	The children will only handle the tortoise when supervised by an adult. The adult will always take the tortoise from the tortoise enclosure.
	3
	3
	High
	Staff will take small groups of children to care for the tortoise. The staff will give children a safety talk before sessions begin.
	2
	2
	Low 

	Scratches/Bites
	
	Staff will be present at all times to supervise and advise on safe handling.

	2
	2
	Low 
	 The tortoise when out of the tortoise table will be placed in a box or something similar for the children to observe more closely.
	1
	1
	Low 

	Moving/ carrying the tortoise around school
	
	Only staff members will carry the tortoise to another area of the school
	2
	2
	Low

	The tortoise when out of the tortoise table will be placed in a box or something similar for the staff member to move to another part of the school.
	1
	1
	Low


	Health hazard from animal waste
	
	Good housekeeping. Daily Check of enclosure. Faeces removed
	2
	2
	Low 
	The tortoise enclosure will only be cleaned by an adult.
Daily spot cleaning (both indoors and out).  While the tortoise is out of the enclosure, pick out any faeces, clumps of soil wet from urine, and clean and refresh the food and water bowls too.

Clean with a reptile disinfectant, available to sterilise the bath, the enclosure, and other equipment.

Gloves and plastic apron to be worn by adult cleaning the enclosure
Wash their hands thoroughly with antibacterial soap and water.

Clean dust from reflectors and lamp shades on a regular basis when they are switched off and temperatures have cooled down.
	1
	1
	Low

	Spread of germs
	
	Children will be given a safety talk before handling/ caring for the tortoise. They will be told not to put their fingers or hands in their mouth.

Immediately after handling the tortoise students and adults will use anti-bacterial gel to cleanse their hands.

The children and adults will wash their hands thoroughly with antibacterial soap and water.
	2
	2
	
	The tortoise when out of the tortoise table will be placed in a box or something similar for the children to observe more closely.

Cuts and grazes on children/ adults’ hands will be covered with a waterproof dressing.


	1
	1
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